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‘Our vision is to offer an environment which provides the best start in life for children and their families which is safe, fun and stimulating.
We want to inspire children to embrace their individuality to grow into well rounded, confident individuals, ready and prepared to succeed at school and in their future’.
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[bookmark: _Hlk178338709]We would like to offer a warm welcome to all our new children and parents and welcome back our existing families after the Summer. All the children are settling really well and have been busy engaging in lots of fun activities.
[image: ]We have lots of new parents/carers faces to remember in the first few weeks so please bear with us if we keep asking you for passwords at pick up time! 

We will spend the first few weeks of this term settling into the Preschool routine, talking about our golden rules and trying lots of fun activities. We will then start to move onto planning our activities around topics. For the rest of this term these will be “All about Me”, “Autumn” and “Christmas”. Please see attached information sheet.

Staffing
Jamilee will be leaving us to go on maternity leave at the end of November and we are currently in the process of advertising for cover while she is off. We wish Jamilee all the best as she enjoys time with her growing family.
We also currently have two staff who have started further training. Jacinta is working towards her NVQ Level 3 in Early Years and Laura has started her Early Years Initial Teacher Training. This has meant a slight reshuffle of staff and Laura is now taking a slightly less active role as SENCo. She will still offer support and advice to the team and parents but she will slowly be passing the reigns over to Becky.

Naming items
Please could we ask that you ensure that all your child’s items are named including lunch boxes, water bottles, shoes and jumpers. The children all took their shoes off last week to put on their wellie boots and it was difficult for the staff to work out whose shoes belonged to who!
This doesn’t need to be pre bought labels, hand writing on labels is fine.

Please can all children have a rainsuit, wellies and a complete change of clothes kept at Preschool.
As the weather gets colder, please send a hat and mittens for wearing in the garden. Mittens are often easier as children can find gloves a struggle to put on.

Golden Rules
We have started to talk to the children about our new “Golden Rules.”
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· We use our walking legs inside.
· We are kind with our words and our hands.
· We use our listening ears.
· We take care of Preschool toys.
· We care for ourselves and each other.

We have two new super hero mascots at Preschool who will be encouraging the children to remember the Golden Rules, they will be watching the children and awarding certificates and stickers.

These are “Porky the Perfect Pig” and “Bounce the Brilliant Bunny”.

The Golden Rules are a whole Preschool approach to enhancing self-esteem and positive behaviour and relationships within Preschool. We will also be displaying posters and talking to the children at mat time about what it means to follow the Golden Rules. We would also very much appreciate if you could talk about these at home to reinforce them with your children.

Daily routine

The Preschool has a basic routine which we follow daily.

We always start the day with all the children sitting on the mat together to say good morning, discuss any news and what activities we have out. The children then break off into small groups with their keyworker to carry out an organised activity for approximately 10 minutes. We then start free flow where the children can move between inside and outside choosing activities and resources. Snack time is at 10.30, the children are offered the choice of a whole piece of fruit usually an apple, banana or orange and a drink of milk or water. We encourage choice and independence at snack time, the children pour their own drinks and tidy up when they are finished.
 If the children arrive late to Preschool it can be unsettling for them and the other children, it also often disrupts the activities we have planned and the children miss out on being set up for the day ahead. 

Before we start lunch the children help to tidy up and then all the children sit on the mat again for a story and singing. The afternoon session takes on a very similar format with group time, free flow and story before home.

During the week we also have planned walks to our allotment and the woods, this is for our older children only who will be due to start school next September.

Drawers

In the playroom all the children have their own named drawer. Your child’s artwork, hats, mittens and any other belongings will get placed in here, so please check these regularly.



Tropical Fish

Leanne has very kindly brought in a tropical fish tank for us to use in Preschool.
It is now all set up and we added our first 5 fish this week, we will slowly be adding to it over the next few weeks and hopefully have some exciting additions lined up!


























Dates for your Diary

Here are the dates of events we have planned for the rest of this term. More information will be emailed nearer each date.

Wednesday 9th October – Preschool Committee AGM, 7pm at Preschool

Friday 18th October – Quiz Night Fundraiser, 7.30pm Wilstead Village Hall

October Week commencing 21st – Stay and Play Sessions, times and dates TBC

Half Term  28th October – 1st November, Teacher Training Day Monday 4th November

Tuesday 5th November  Preschool reopens

Week commencing 11th November – Parents Consultations, Dates and times TBC

Monday 16th December pm – Christmas Party

Tuesday 17th December pm –  Nativity Performance

Christmas closure Thursday 19th December – Wednesday 1st January 2025

Teacher training Day Thursday 2nd January

Friday 3rd January  Preschool reopens
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